[bookmark: _GoBack]We all know that the 17th of Tamuz, which starts the three weeks commemorates the breaking through of the Walls of Jerusalem by the Romans, the beginning of the destruction of the Second Temple which happened three weeks later on Tisha Bœv.
But even more important than this event this date commemorates when Moshe Rabbeinu broke the first set of the Ten Commandments after he saw the people reveling around the Golden Calf. He smashed these Tablets into many small pieces. The people were not ready for them yet. Moshe later went up Mt. Sinai again and received the second set of the Ten Commandments returning on Yom Kippur with them. Thatħ why Yom Kippur became from that time on The Day of Forgiveness. But what happened to the smashed pieces of the Ten Commandments. According to the Rabbis they were placed in the ark alongside the Second Complete Set of the Ten Commandments. They were put there to teach us that no matter how our dreams seemed to have been smashed we can always come back. Each of us has been given the inner strength to come back to our better selves, and to overcome seemingly impossible setbacks. I^ reminded of the story of Albert Einstein. In October 1914 an astronomical expedition was sent to Russia to confirm his theory of General Relativity. They were arrested. Einstein was shattered until he realized that he made a mistake in his math which took him a year to correct. Eventually in1922 his theory was completely proved. We should always remember that life is a not a string of one success after another but intermingled among our successes are also setbacks which ultimately if we do not give up hope will lead us to even to greater successes.

